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TOGETHER AND BY ASSOCIATION [image: ] [image: ]
(1/2)  
''John Baptist de La Salle was led to found a com munity of men who, enlightened by God and sharing in  his plan of salvation, joined together with a view to  meeting the needs of young people who were poor and  far from salvation. At the present time also, every Bro thers' community finds its basic motivation in this  event" (Rule, 47).  [image: ]
The expression [image: ]"together and [image: ]by association", rarely used [image: ] up to the present time, is now more frequently so in the wider  context of Lasallian lay people. Lay people, however, vary in [image: ] their usage of this expression. Many repeat simply what they [image: ] have heard the Brothers say but are unaware of the origin or  richness of this Lasallian expression. What follows is an  attempt to explain the meaning of this expression and so  contribute to a better understanding of it, and perhaps lead [image: ] to a more correct use of it.  [image: ]
1. THE SOCIETY OF THE  
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS  
Thanks to Blain, we probably know when this idea was  born. The occasion was the ''heroic" vow made by De La  Salle, Nicolas Vuyart and Gabriel Drolin on November 21st  1691 (cf. Blain I, p. 313, C. L. 7). We know from the  Founder's own words how he was led by God "from one  commitment to another'', in an ''imperceptible'' way. On this  occasion, then, he understood that God wanted him to take  a further step and commit himself more fully. He invited the  two young Brothers, on whom his future hopes rested, to join  him in an act of total and radical gift of their lives and energy  so as to ensure the success of what they saw as ''the work of  God". It was a private vow which was meant to set the seal  on a commitment which would consolidate the newly-born  community. The text of the vow is as follows:  [image: ]
"Most Jloly Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  prostrate with profound respect before thine infinite  and adorable majesty, we consecrate ourselves en tirely to thee to procure with all our ability and dedi cation the establishment of the Society of the Chris tian Schools, in the way in which it seems most  pleasing to you, and in which it is of the greatest  benefit to the society. And for this purpose, I, John  
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Baptist de La Salle, Priest, I, Nicolas Vuyart, I, Ga briel Drolin, make a vow of association and union,  now and for always, till such time as there is only one  survivor or till the complete destruction of this so ciety, to procure and maintain this establishment, [image: ] without our being able to depart from it, even if there  remain only the three of us in the society, and we are  obliged to beg and live on bread only.  [image: ]
In view of which, we promise to do, unanimously  and with common consent, all that we consider in our  conscience and without any human consideration, to  be for the greater good of the society.  
Done this 21st of November, day of the Presenta tion of the Most Blessed Virgin, 1691. In proof of  which we have signed''.  
The text speaks for itself and reveals the generosity and  spiritual quality of these three men who were prepared to  stake everything on the free schools.  [image: ][image: ]
And now we come to the year 1694. This year reflects in a  certain sense an increase in maturity in the work understaken [image: ] by De La Salle. It can be said that his community "was  growing from within", in spite of difficulties like the famine  of 1693-94 and its great consequences. The Founder thought  it was time to call an assembly of the Brothers. In the [image: ] Institute, we consider this to have been the first General  Chapter. He summoned 12 Brothers out of the 30 that  probably existed at the time according to calculations. He  discussed with them, and assessed the situation of the com munity. They were faced with an important task: that of  approving by community consensus the regulations accord ing to which they had lived and which they had observed.  They wanted also to commit themselves more fully to God  and to one another so as to be better able to answer God's  call to them. And so they decided to make perpetuel vo�s _of  association, stability and obedience. On June 6th, Tnmty [image: ][image: ] Sunday, in the course of a simple ceremony, they [image: ]�ro nounced each in turn the formula of perpetual profession.  The formula written and signed by the Founder is kept as a  precious relic in the Archives of the Generalate. Its text runs [image: ] as follows: [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
«Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  protrate with the most profound respect before your  infinite and adorable majesty, I consecrate myself  entirely to thee to procure thy glory as far as I am able  and thou wilt require of me.  [image: ]
And for this purpose, I, John Baptist de La Salle,  Priest, promise and vow to unite myself and live in  community with Brothers Nicolas Vuyart, Gabriel  Drolin, Jean Partois, Gabriel Charles Rasigade, Jean  Henry, Jacques Compain, Jean Jacquot, Jean Louis  de Marcheville, Michel Barthelemy J acquinot, Edmo  Leguillon, Gilles Pierre and Claude Roussel, to keep  together and by association free schools, wherever  this should be, even if I am obliged in order to do so  to beg for alms and live on bread only, or to do in this  society whatever is entrusted to me, whether by the  body of this society or by its superiors.  
For this purpose, I promise and vow obedience [image: ] equally to the body of this society and to its superiors. [image: ] These vows as well as those of association and stability  in the society and obedience I promise to keep invi olably all my life time.  [image: ][image: ]
In proof of which I have signed. Done at Vaugirard,  6th of June, Feast of the Holy Trinity, 1694. (Signed) [image: ][image: ] 
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The 12 other1[image: ]formulas are identical, apart from the sub stitution of the �ame of the Brother making vows by that of [image: ] the Founder. Brothers who made perpetual vows after this [image: ] memorable occasion did so with equal determination and in [image: ] the same spirit. A register is kept in the archives of the  Generalate containing the 1694 formula of vows of the [image: ] Founder· and of the 12 Brothers, and those of 23 other  Brothers up to 1705.  [image: ][image: ]
2. FIRST CONSEQUENCES  
OF ASSOCIATION [image: ] [image: ]
On that same day, there took place another event which I  think is worth mentioning and which reinforced, one could  almost say welded together, the association they had pro fessed: the Founder suggested the Brothers elect a superior  who was a Brother. His intention was to ensure that the  newly-founded society should henceforward be in the hands  of its members. It was a wise suggestion which the Brothers  did not accept at the time, preferring to be governed by De  La Salle and to benefit from his wise guidance and counsels  for as long as possible. This was made clear by their unani [image: ]
mous vote that he should continue as superior. They decided,  however? that on the death of De La Salle, they would accept  � superior no one else except a Brother who was associated  With them, and who had made the same vows and commit 
ments as they. The following day, June 7th, they recorded  their decision in the following terms:  
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
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«We the undersigned, Brother Nicolas Vuyart  ( there follow 7 names), having become associated by  the vows we pronounced yesterday with Mr. John  Baptist de La Salle, priest, to conduct together and  by association gratuitous schools, recognise that, as a  result of our vows and of the association to which they  have bound us, we have chosen Mr. John Baptist de  La Salle as our supeior, and we promise to obey him  with complete submission by virtue of our vow, as well  as those he will give us as superiors. We declare also  that we do not intend that the election we have held  to make Mr. De La Salle our superior should set a  precedent for the future. We intend that after him, in  the future and forever afterwards, no priest will be  accepted among us, no priest or anyone who has  received holy orders will be chosen as superior, and  that we will not have nor accept any superior who is  not associated with us, and who has not made vows  like us, and like all the others who will be associated  with us in the future.  [image: ]
Done at Vaugirard, June 7th 1694».  
Apart from being very clear, this document shows the  determination of the members of the society to be a com pletely lay community, a fact that reflects the extent to which  they were aware of their identity. The document is also a  vigorous defence of their autonomy with regard to making  decisions and their internal government. Their election of  their superior is a consequence of the vows they have made [image: ] and the association they have bound themselves to. These  two positive statements have been a permanent feature of  the Brothers' Institute ever since.  [image: ][image: ][image: ]
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