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1. The Catholic School  [image: ]
as an expression of the freedom of families  
Parents have a fundamental and inalienable right to  
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL  [image: ]
AND THE NEW EVANGELIZATION  (2/3)  
His Eminence Cardinal Paul Poupard,  President of the Pontifical Council for Culture  
IL THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
AND THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNI1Y  
Everything that forms part of the Church is a reality  pf the Church, and the Catholic School is the authentic  presence of the Church, according to a mode specific  to it and which qualifies it for that function. At the  juridical level, the Church's official recognition of this  pr that school establishment entails conditions which  l>!nd the teachers and the pupils by virtue of the spe­ �ific character of those schools. My purpose here is not  to enter into the question of organization or law, but  to evoke the Catholic School's ecclesial horizon, start 
ing from this basic truth: the Catholic School, as an  ¢ucative community, forms part of a broader com plunity, the local Church, and is at the latter's service  in fulfilling its educational and evangelizing mission.  This basic relationship, which is constitutive of the  Catholic School as such, means that the school partici 
pates in the Church's apostolic mission by a specific  plandate of the hierarchy. Although the school repre sents the parents and the children entrusted to it, as a  f:Catholic» institution it mainly represents· the  Church, and in the first place the local Church because  pf its duty to evangelize through education and teach ing. «School - Family - Christian community» are  the three elements which are indispensable to the local  Church when it fulfils its mission to evangelize child ren and young people.  
provide their children with education. That right be longs neither to the State nor to society. The Catholic  School receives from the parents the responsibility of  collaborating with them iiitheir children's complete  formation: the children's intellectual, spiritual, moral  and cultural formation is a natural complement to  their physical procreation.  
This conviction leads the Church to create schools  whose educational project is inspired by the gospel  values and the faith of the Church. Faith cannot live  unless it becomes culture. Hence every man aspires to  achieve a harmonious synthesis between faith and life.  Christian parents are well aware of this: the seed of  faith sown in the child's heart at baptism needs a  favourable climate in order to develop. Some like to  point out that Catholics could easily place their trust  in a state school instead of setting up and maintaining  denominational schools. Indeed, the qualified  presence of Christians in state establishments clearly  shows that the latter can make an appreciable con tribution. But the history of our time tragically attests  that a State is sorely tempted to lead youth education  in a chosen direction when it has the monopoly of  education. And this situation can have dramatic con 
sequences. Moreover, there will always be too wide a  gap between an educational project desirable for a  Catholic and the objective possibilities of the sta!e  school. Consequently, the Church will always have to  defend the freedom of parents to opt for an educa 
tional project inspired by the Gospel. How can we fail  to be grateful to those religious institutes which are  dedicated to the Catholic school and have the courage  to defend it, bravely accepting the most unwelcome  consequence of their action?  
2. The Catholic School  
and its Educational Project  
The Catholic School regards the Educational  Project as the concrete way of defining its objectives  and of submitting them.to the inspection and approval  of the local church authority. This reference to the  bishop's ministry remains essential, for the bishop is  directly charged to ensure the coherence between a  
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particular project and the values constituting the  Christian heritage, between a particular educational  perspective and the main lines of the apostolic mission.  In the image of the Church, the Catholic School is a  welcoming place, even when it is clear that the choice  of that establishment by some parents is not inspired  by Christian motivations. This welcoming stance ob liges the educational community to take every oppor tunity to foster the complete growth of the pupils  through their contact with the rich heritage of the  Catholic faith and culture. The bishop must see to it  that the school communities remain faithful to the  educational project which makes Christ, true God and  true man, central to everything, as the irreplaceable  and perfect model for humanity. How could a school  call itself «Catholic» if the person and message of  Christ were not central to its educational project,  which consists in offering each pupil the possibility of  attaining to the fullness of truth about man through  Christ?  [image: ]
This reference to Christ gives the school its identity  and therefore its reason for existing: «Let the school  be what it is meant to be, or not exist at all»! It is in  fidelity to the essential principles which inspire it that  the Catholic School enters into dialogue and collabor ates with other schools. Here I am not speaking of  principles considered more important than others, but  of principles which define the very essence of the  Catholic School: its fidelity to the Gospel and to the  Catholic Church's Tradition and Magisterium; its pro clamation of the Good News to children and adoles cents; its service, which consists in educating the whole  human person; its preferential love for the poor and  the deprived; its respectful welcoming of everyone.  
In the educational community each individual -the  headteachers, the parents, the teachers and their pu pils - exercices an inalienable responsibility. The par en ts receive their mission from God. The  administrators and all the staff on duty give a service  o[image: ]f a religious nature, which finds its source in the  mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles. It is not  only legitimate[image: ] but necessary for the Catholic School  to establish specific criteri[image: ]a for the various categories  of persons constituting it. The educational project  must be very precise on all these points.  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]3. The Cathlic School and the local Church  
The fruitful fulfilm[image: ]ent of the evangelizing mission  implies a relationship of full communion between the  local Church and the Catholic School. The bishop is  primarily responsible for all the Catholic ed[image: ]ucational  institutions of his diocese, regardless of who adminis trates or owns them. The head pastor of the local  Church must vouch for the specific identity, in other  words the «Catholic» character, of each school and  help to integrate it into the life of the diocese. The  natural relationship between the bishop and the Chris tians committed to the service of the Catholic School  consists of trust, fellowship and respect for particular  competence, as for example in the case of religious  establ[image: ]ishments u[image: ]nder papal jurisdiction. In this do main, as in others, difficulties abound. It would be no  e[image: ]xaggeration to say that, in some cases, a mistrust exists  between the diocesan services and some estab lishments, due to a mutual ignorance of each party's  mission and specific nature. It is regrettable, too, that  some religious institutes have lost confidence in their  founding charism and cast doubt on the «ecclesial  validity[image: ] and relevance of their educational mission».  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
The local Church is aware of this the Catholic  School cannot be reduced to its edu[image: ]cative role, how ever essential that role may be, for it is a mode of the  Church's active presence in culture and an agent of  «Catholic culture» in the heart of our time, directing  its efforts towards the complete, harmonious forma tion of the human person and the good of society in  general. The Catholic School is a privileged path  whereby the messag[image: ]e of salvation is incarnated in the  «cultural mediation». Consequently, the local  Church must have the courage to affirm at all levels - social, civil and political-its respect for the inalienable  right of parents to educate their children according to  their principles and convi[image: ]ctions. The local Church will  do its utmost to help the Catholic School awaken a  «new religious culture». What is essential is to train  competen[image: ]t teachers, real apostolic workers for the  new evangelization, whose cultural path will be a pri vileged path.  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]C · LASALLIANA N. 24 • Article 11 - Code C: Teaching. Pedagogy. Mission. (106) . Fratelli delle Scuole Cristiane • Via Aurelia, 476 -Roma.  
BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS  Via Aurelia, 476 – 00165 ROMA, Italia 
Scanned at the Lasallian Resource Center  De La Salle Institute – Napa, CA – USA
image9.png




image16.png




image13.png




image29.png




image30.png




image4.png




image2.png




image7.png




image33.png




image14.png




image8.png




image10.png




image18.png




image19.png




image34.png




image17.png




image23.png




image21.png




image22.png




image42.png




image43.png




image24.png




image25.png




image27.png




image28.png




image26.png




image5.png




image6.png




image1.png




image3.png




image12.png




image15.png




image31.png




image11.png




image35.png




image20.png




image39.png




image40.png




image41.png




image36.png




image38.png




image37.png




image32.png




