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Many who know Kathy quietly asked among  
THE TEACHING OF VALUES  HAS SPECIAL CONSEQUENCES  [image: ]
Do Teachers.Make Snowballs  
just for others to throw  
Bro. Terence McLaughlin  
This is the story of two women; Kathy, Prisoner  # 04971-045, Lasallian school grad, former Cath olic high school teacher; and Jean, author, lec turer, and Lutheran minister's wife. From these  different backgrounds, each in her own way might  be asking Catholic teachers everywhere if, when  teaching values in the classroom, do we really  want the students to take us seriously? And if we  do, will we stand by them? "Or do teachers make  snowballs just for others to throw?"  [image: ][image: ]
Kathy was involved in tutoring the less fortu nate in a poor Chicago neighborhood during her  freshman year in high school. Early in life she was  becoming involved in helping others. Her gradual  involvement in a variety of non-violent protests  proved more and more annoying to officials, and  her last episode led to a prison term. Kathy,  together with a few others, entered a nuclear  missile site, planted corn, sang, prayed, and  awaited arrest. She refused to pay her fine and  was sentenced to a year in prison in Louisville,  KY.  
themselves, "Did Kathy go too far?" Perhaps the  easiest answer is ''yes" because then we do not  have to face the lingering spin-off questions that  may disquiet us. In Schools we urge our honor  students to be the best that they can be and in the  future lead their generation to new heights, new  insights, and new discoveries. We push our ath letes and musicians to become the greatest in  their fields. Shouldn't we therefore also expect  our products of campus ministry programs to take  us deeper into Gospel territory?. If people like  Kathy who want to become moral actresses in the  public arena are to lead us to ne� thinking, some  boundaries have got to give.  [image: ]
And then there is Jean. I listened intently to her  presentation as she spoke to a group of Catholic  educators. She told a story that has been with me  since that day seven years ago.  
Her story was about a boy named Dean. While [image: ][image: ] walking down a Dallas street he heard the  screams of a woman shouting for help. He  stopped to aid her but was blasted away by a shot  from the gun of the assailant who was attacking  the woman. Dean, age 23, lay dead near the curb.  [image: ]
Jean described the mother's grieving at the  wake for her lost son. She spoke of how friends,  acquaintances, and teachers all spoke softly to the  mother - of his goodness, and of all that he had  done for others. And in some cases these people  asked in one way another: "Couldn't Dean just  have kept walking by?" "Why did he have to  become involved?"  [image: ][image: ]
Little did these people realize the extra burden  that they were heaping upon this grieving mother.  She had taught her son to go that extra mile, to  really get involved in helping other people. And  now some of these people who were her support  in this teaching, yes, even some teachers, were  now questioning the actions of her son who had  learned their lessons so well.  
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"I know that this mother taught that boy these  lessons," said Jean as her voice raised in intensity.  "You see, that boy, Dean, was my son! He be li�ved what I taught, and what teachers like you  teach when you tell the story of the Good Samari tan. But when Dean carried this out in his life and  died for it, so many who taught him that story had  not intended, apparently, that he take them seri ously."  [image: ]
This is thought-provoking stuff for Christian  [image: ]teachers. To be effective in our teaching we can not hide behind textbooks, public opinion, or  even committee decisions. Our students want to  hear about how we personally feel about a par ticular issue. This is first-person teaching, a chal lenging method for each ofus today. Kids today  want to know if they are to take our teaching notes  seriously!  
Perhaps this is why the thoughts of Loren Eise ley seem to fit so well into the reflective teacher's  life. As he grows older he senses the powerful  
[image: ]
[image: ]
effect of the teacher in ways he had not realized  before. He compares the teacher to a sculptor.  Every act of the teacher, like every chisel stroke  of the sculptor, affects the life of the student.  [image: ]
· Some strokes may go right and some may go  wrong, but there are no neutral strokes. Each day  the stroke falls true or blind upon the future of  some boy or girl. "I know that in these fain thearted days," he says, "that I sometimes pause  with my hand upon the knob before I go forth into  the classroom." ( 1)  
(1) The Mind As Nature, Loren Eiseley ..  
For greater development of themes presented in this paper:  
"A Note From Prison," Kathy Kelly. America, October 14,  1989  
"HowMuchAre You Really Worth," (Audiotape),Dr.Jean  Garton. Catholic Education Center. St. Paul, MN 55102  
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