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GUIDE FOR FORMATION  -4- [image: ]
FORMATION "GUIDE"  [image: ]
Brother William Mann, FSC  
While a quick glance at the Institute's Guide  for Formation (Rome 1991) might intimidate the  faint-hearted, there is certainly a great deal of  good material contained within the document. It  is worthy of your consideration, but how is so  much to be digested and assimilated? The ma terial needs to be sifted and filtered through the  lived experience of the reader. As such, more  than a cursory reading is required. The following [image: ] synthesis of the first chapter of the Guide is in tended to assist you in your study of the text. [image: ] [image: ][image: ]
CHAPTER ONE:  [image: ]
Formation in the Vocation of the Brother  
I believe that it is correct to say that the first  chapter has two principal aims. First, it provides  the tone or context for post-1990 formation as a  Brother of the Christian Schools. Second, it at tempts to establish a reference point (but not a  final word) for an informed reading, under standing, and presentation of Institute and Lasal lian texts, resources, and documents.  
First, it provides the tone or context for post 1990 formation as a Brother of the Christian [image: ][image: ] Schools. Each individual District and Region [image: ] must formulate its own vocation and formation  program. Such a program should reflect the sec tor's own cultural and ecclesial richness; how ever, there are certain principles which are [image: ] intended to characterize all formation in our In stitute. Five such principles are so identified. [image: ] [image: ][image: ]
1. Ours is clearly a post-Vatican II formation.  The principles articulated in the documents of the  Council ( especially iri Lumen Gentium, Gau dium et Spes, and Perfectae Carita tis) are im plicit throughout the Guide and presented as  integral to our formation programs.  [image: ]
2. Formation is essentially a process that re quires time and dialogue. It always demands a [image: ] respect for the differences between individuals  and for the pace of human growth. A vocation is  an evolving reality; it unfolds within the human  
development and the faith life of a person. It  involves a series of deliberate choices made over [image: ] a long period of time. The importance of self knowledge in this process cannot be underesti mated.  
3. Particular vocations nees to be seen within the [image: ] context of the history of salvation. Many other  disciples have preceded us; we do not make this [image: ] journey alone. It is within the unfolding of the  story of God's providential care for humanity that  individuals are called, empowered, and sent on  mission.  [image: ][image: ][image: ]
4. The foundation point for vocational discern ment is the engagement between God and the  individual. God calls; we respond. Formation  helps to clarify and discern vocational call and to  assist the candidate in the adoption of a continu ous conversion mentality or modality.  
5. Formation is ultimately growth into a pro gressive and effective identification with Christ.  However, Lasallian formation provides the can didate, more specifically, with a period of guided  initiation into the life and mission of the Brothers  of the Christian Schools.  
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4. Lasallian apostolic spirituality assumes �d  
Second, the Guide attempts to establishes a  reference point for a more informed reading, un derstanding, and presentation of Institute and  Lasallian texts, resources, and documents. It  does not seek to provide the final word on what  should be taught to those in initial formation or  on how such material should be presented (some  such suggestions are, however, provided in the  fourth chapter and in the second and third appen dices), but the first chapter does attempt to high light for the reader a balanced Lasallian  perspective and synthesis which is inclusive of the  following eight points.  
1. The Institute is understood as a "gift" raised up  in the world and the Church by.God for the young  and especially the poor. This is fundamentally  God's work.  
[image: ]
2. A Lasallian is called to look upon everything  with the eyes of faith, to do all in view of God, and  to attribute everything to God .. Daily meditation,  the practice of the presence of God, and the study  and assimilation of the scriptures are necessary  for the acquisition of such an outlook.  
3. A Lasallian is attentive to the distress of poor  children and is animated by an ardent zeal for the  catechetical evangelization of these same young  people in .a [image: ]�ved (?hristianity. This .is accom plished pnnapally· m schools (educational cen ters which provide both a Christian and human  education). We are willing "to give up our lives"  
[image: ]to make the means of salvation available to the  young.  
fosters an integral and indisputable connection  between the exercise of one's employment and  the prayerful exercises.  
S. We live our vocation in a comm.uni�, and the  reference here to "community" is spectfically to  what the RULE says about community (Rule,  47-64). There is a clear emphasis on the s�  nature of our faith and vocation and the specific  commitments involved in this undertaking. Fur thermore, the documents asserts. that the be�t  
form of introduction to the workings of God m  our lives is, without doubt, the witness and �e  testimony of those with whom we work and live  in community.  
[image: ]
6. We are ministers of the Church, and it is within  this larger ecclesial context that we are called to  be responsive to the real human needs of the  people of our day.  
7. Special attention should be given to the inte gration of the professional and the pastoral, to our  shared mission and interdependence, to the r�al  need for genuine spiritual depth and the re[image: ]�­ covery of Lasallian spirituality, to a recomnnt ment to the preferential service. of th� J>?Or  through education, to the promotion �f Justice,  and to the missionary thrust of the Institute.  
[image: ]
8. An appreciation of what is called for by incul turated evangelization and a better under standing of what it means to be v[image: ][image: ]�wed lay  religious in today's world are also reqwred.  
[image: ]
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