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LOW PRIORITIES FOR  [image: ]
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS?  
Bishop James Malone,  
ofYoungstown, USA  
[Bishop James Malone addressed a group of  NCEA leaders in November, 1990, in a talk  the full text of which is found in ORIGINS,  VoL 20, #28, underthetitle, "HopesforCath 
olic Schools in the '90.'s". Only excerpts are  given here.]  
My basic premise is that Catholic schools re main the best instrument we as Roman Catholics  have to provide for the religious formation of our  young people ... It would be inauthentic to disre gard the data .. .  
Let me be clear. Because of the data, I believe  it is imperative that the ministry of Catholic edu cation must be continued and must be streng thened.  
Having said that, I acknowledge that this  premise is not shared by all in the Church ... At  that time (1989) I said that I feared that, some where deep in the collective psyche of the Church  in the United States, an implicit decision has been  made to assign no longer as high a priority to  Catholic education as we had in the past. .. Why,  after so many years of success should we have - begun to realign our priorities?  
Some self-evident answers came to mind im mediately. The first is money ... at a time when the  implementation of conciliar reforms has resulted  in other priorities, which also must be funded.  
The second easy answer is: the changes within  our Catholic population... Why do we need to  send our children to the parish school? We have  arrived. We are fully American.  
The third reason ... is a bit more subtle. All of  us are aware of what happened in many of the  religious education programmes within Catholic  schools in the years immediately after the Coun cil... It is my impression that in those early years,  because of a proper outreach to the secular world  and because of an appropriate sensitivity to ecu menical themes, we became uncomfortable with  being "distinctively Catholic." ...  
To these reasons, add a fourth ... Let me say it  simply: In light of the Church's many reforms,  some feel a certain embarrassment about the  Catholic education they received. Let's be hon est. There was a time when an unrealistic black and-white simplicity of faith, a prudishness born  of another culture, a sense of discipline that could  be touched by rigidity and piety devoid of content  were present in our schools ...  
The four reasons I have just given to explain  why we no longer are as committed to Catholic  education as we once were can seem overpower ing ...  ••  
Now, this second part of my address will focus  on my hopes for the future of Catholic educa tion ...  
My first hope: that we as a Catholic community  during the '90's will come to rediscover a sense of  enthusiasm about our life of faith ...  
Could Christianity become a worldwide reli gion by proclaiming a Gospel of boredom? Ob viously not. .. If we are concerned about  evangelising our young, about passing on to them  the gift of faith and the strength of our ecclesial  life, then we will want to do it in the best way  possible, which is, of course, Catholic education.  
My second ecclesial hope moves us from the  heights of spiritual renewal to the depths of fin ancial exigencies ...  
Many parishes are forced to ask parents to  assume a greater burden of the costs of Catholic  
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education. The result is that, while parishes con tinue to contribute heavily to "subsidise" Catholic [image: ][image: ] education, the cost to the parents nevertheless  has become so high that they choose public  elementary and high schools for their children.  Parents do this so as to save money for the astro nomical expenses of college education ...  [image: ]
This then is my second ecclesial hope for the  '90's. I hope that as a community of faith we will  do four things to support Church ministries more  adequately. First, discuss in a forthright and can did manner, with all the facts being disclosed, the  current financial problems. Second, listen to the  reasons why people are not contributing. Third, [image: ] continue to develop structures of accountability  and co-responsibilitywithin the Church ... Fourth,  develop a spirituality of giving to the Church ...  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
My third ecclesial hope related to diocesan  organisation ... is that each diocese will engage in  a process of strategic planning that will result in  every Catholic child having access to Catholic [image: ] school education ....  [image: ][image: ]
*  
I would like now to address my four other  hopes, which pertain to the inner life of Catholic  education.  [image: ][image: ]
The first hope relates to what has been called [image: ] the "sacramental imagination" ... This imagina tion was expressed in earlier generations in the  
wayside shrines that dotted rural roads and in the [image: ] energy with which Catholics constructed cathe drals in the Middle Ages. The transcendent was  seen as present in our here-and-now world ...  
My fifth hope relates to ... a sense of connected ness ... In earlier years, a sense of the communal  nature of Church was actively supported by the  Catholic school, which saw itself as essentially  related to the universal Church. To attend a Cath olic school meant to be part of something much  bigger than yourself ...  [image: ]
My sixth hope is a further explication of my  desire to recover the distinctiveness of being  Catholic ... to adopt a particular ethic of life ...  
My seventh and final hope pertains to the for mation of those who teach in Catholic schools. It [image: ][image: ] should be obvious that it will not be possible for  our Catholic schools to nurture a sacramental  imagination, encourage a sense of ecclesial com munity or develop a consistent ethic of life if our [image: ] teachers are not marked by these attributes them selves. My seventh hope is that we will find new  and more effective ways to assist the faith and  intellectual development of those who partici pate in the ministry of Catholic education ...  
Our Catholic school teachers are professionals.  What would happen if we added a paid week to  the contract of our teachers? Then, during that [image: ] week, on a regional basis, we presented pro 
grammes that would aggressively assist teach ers ... ?  
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