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THECHARISM  [image: ]
OF A DE LA SALLE BROTHER  AS SEEN BY A LAYMAN  
Jesus Octavio Toro Chica  
As a layman, I have to say that, when I speak of the  charism of a De La Salle Brother, I speak of something  in which I myself share. I do so insofar as I, like so many  of us, have committed myself to share in an educa [image: ]
tional apostolate which is highly enriching not only for  those who pursue it, but also for those who live under  the protection of our common Heavenly Patron, St. [image: ] John Baptist de La Salle, and are inspired by him. This  enrichment comes also from all the possibilities that  the Institute, opening its doors to us in line with the  signs of the times, has made available for us. It has  done so, so that we can share not only its work but also  the wealth of its inspiration with which our whole  existence is imbued.  [image: ][image: ][image: ]
These are the reasons why I dare say, with all due  respect, that when we speak of the charism of the De  La Salle Brother, we are speaking also of the charism  of those lay people who are totally committed to the  Lasallian apostolate.  
I am fully aware that the charism of De La Salle  cannot be reduced simply to a question of terminology [image: ] which supports, by means of a few well chosen phrases,  a certain way of acting or a particular lifestyle. It [image: ][image: ] consists of a whole series of practices closely bound up  with the life of the Brother and with that of the Lasal lian educator. We are touching upon here, even if only  superficially for the moment, the dialectical relation ship between practice and theory which is to be found  in De La Salle in all areas of his thinking and pedagogy.  How then should we all understand this charism which  must indelibly characterise the Lasallian apostolate in  the world of today? We can say that it consists in taking  practical experience as a point of departure for build ing up a theory. This theory is .constantly enriched by  [image: ][image: ]
everyday experience which, in its turn, constantly re creates all that has been built on the original inspira tion and spirituality.  [image: ]
The world of today, we have to admit, has become [image: ] inordinately secularised. It is this world that the disci ples of St. La Salle attempt to spiritualise, according  to present needs and by all the means at their disposal,  especially by those available in the educational world.  
In order to assimilate and implement the charism  left by the Founder to his disciples, we must all be able [image: ] to "recognise the gifts God has given us and to pro claim them to those God has entrusted to our care"  (Meditations for the Principal Feasts).  [image: ]
By recognising these gifts with the help of the Spirit  of the Lord, we become capable of assimilating the  charism that belongs to the De La Salle Brother and  the present-day layman who drinks at the same life [image: ]
giving spring which God in his infinite Providence has  provided. The fundamental characteristics of this  charism are as follows:  
The gift of ministry to which God has called us and  for which he has touched our hearts. God has called [image: ] us to a holy ministry, entrusting us with the instruction  of children and the task of proclaiming the Gospel to [image: ] them. We see clearly enough that De La Salle calls us  to give instruction, but he calls us first and foremost to  proclaim the Word of the Lord which must be the basis  of all education which must be pursued in the light of  Scripture.  
He has chosen us to help him in the work of propa gation and implementation of the Good News and of [image: ][image: ] all the eternal truths contained in it.  
He has destined us to proclaim his Kingdom. If we [image: ] analyse these three words - call, choose, destine - not [image: ] only from the epistemological point of view, but also  in terms of everyday life, we see that they lead to  unavoidable commitments ... and we have reached only [image: ] the half-way point of our description of the present day Lasallian charism.  [image: ][image: ]
The gift of faith. We have already spoken of the  commitment that is part of the vocation of a Lasallian  teacher. The holy Founder presents faith to us as the  foundation of hope which leads logically to commit ment.  
The faith-dimension is the basis for the existence of  the Institute and consequently of us all who belong to  it. In his Duties of a Christian, De La Salle asserts that  the first duty of all Christians is to know God and that [image: ] this is not possible without faith.  
The exercise of faith, frotn my point of view as a  layman, begins with our condition as children of God,  and aims to achieve the three great objectives which  are proposed to us: "not to look upon anything but with  the eyes of faith, not to do anything but in view of God,  and to attribute all to God". As one can well suppose,  
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and De La Salle makes this clear, this is not something  that can be achieved in a single day. What is needed is  to practise, live, experience and exercise faith in such  a way that it transforms the everyday existence of the  Brother - and now we must add, of the Lasallian  layman - into an experience of God in the life of the  school.  [image: ]
If we accept these principles, it is clear we are not  going to find God in the stratosphere. He is to be found  rather in the events of our daily lives: in our relations  with our colleagues, with our pupils and parents; in our  work; in every day it is given us to live; in our teaching;  and finally, in everyday happenings. How marvellous  this presence of God is in the life of Lasallians! From  all this we have to conclude that, if in this life, which  we have received freely, there is anyone who is close  to God, or who at least has the possibility of being so,  it has to be us! What an advantage we have if we wish  to live a fuller life!  
Among the closely linked foundations of our char ism, and inseparable from the spirit of faith, is the spirit  of zeal, that other supporting pillar of the Lasallian. In  modem terms, this zeal is none other than a deep  concern which must characterise us as being respon sible for instructing children and young people.  
When we speak nowadays of the spirit of faith and  of zeal, we cannot say that we are using a vocabulary  which is exclusively De La Salle's. Anyone who sets  out to question society automatically assumes a com 
mitment as a Christian to make education something  that aims beyond everyday life, and that really takes  into account the transcendance of man. This it does so  that man can fulfil himself by responding to his human  and divine vocation.  
The gift of ministry, the experience of God through  faith and the ardent zeal of a· Lasallian - these form  the foundation on which De La Salle bases all the  spiritual baggage which is part and parcel of pedagogy,  which guides the life of the Institute and the teaching  work of the community.  
Ministry, faith, zeal represent together a whole [image: ] pastoral programme, the mystery of the Resurrection,  which manifests itself in the joy of sharing, of living [image: ] [image: ]with God, of caring for his creatures as they grow - [image: ][image: ]
especially for those who have most need of special [image: ] care.  
Ministry, faith and zeal. In today's world they seem [image: ][image: ] in the long run to be a divine Utopia. And yet man, in  the depths of his being, is attracted to it and is willing  to accept the challenge to experience it.  [image: ]
Ministry, faith and zeal, a life's programme (a per sonal, group and community programme) which we [image: ][image: ] must implement.  [image: ]
Ministry, faith and zeal, a complete foundation for [image: ][image: ] a human enterprise, but with the even deeper founda [image: ]tions of a practical theology (if I may be allowed to use [image: ] the term).  
[image: ]
Ministry, faith and zeal. These are not simply the [image: ][image: ] ideas of some thinker, but practical experience trans lated into thought for the good of posterity and gener [image: ]ations to come.  
Ministry, faith and zeal. This is a road which leads  us to a meeting with him who lived and died for each  one of us, and who teaches us to live in the same way, [image: ] instead of living for ourselves and seeking only our  own satisfaction.  [image: ][image: ]
Ministry, faith and zeal: challenge, reality, life, ex perience which lead us to say, conscious of God in our  lives: "Let us remember we are in the holy presence of [image: ][image: ] God" so that every moment of our lives we are ready  to adore him.  [image: ][image: ]
We were very pleased to contribute to Lasalliana. [image: ] In this first article we wished to share a few thoughts [image: ][image: ] about the charism of the Lasallian, whether he be lay  teacher or Brother, because we are convinced that [image: ] sharing in the spirituality of the Founder must leave a [image: ] deep impression on the hearts of those whom we must  [image: ][image: ][image: ]
affect in the deepest part of their being. [image: ] 
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