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De La Salle states very clearly the aims for which he 
founded his Institute: 

"There is a very great need for this Institute 
because, as artisans and poor people are n01mally 
poorly educated and busy all day earning their 
own livelihood and that of their children, they 
themselves are unable to give these latter the in­
strnction they need nor a good Christian educa­
tion. It is in order to provide the children of 
artisans and the poor with this benefit that the 
Christian Schools were founded" (RC 1726, 
chap.1,4). 

1WO ASPECTS OF POVER1Y 
ACCORDING TO THE FOUNDER 

(a) Social poverty 

This poverty is the root-cause of the situations and 
problems than need remedying. In order to do so, one 
must first listen to the "cries" of the poor. This calls for 
imagination, creativity, talents ... 

• It is the poor that we must teach: 

- "It is your du'ty daily to instruct the poor" (M.166,2). 
- "You are daily with the poor, and you are charged on 
the part of God with the du'ty of clothing them with Jesus 
Christ and with gi,vi.ng them his spirit" (M.189, 1 ). 
- "Have you similar sentiments of charity and tender­
ness towards the poor children whom you have to in­
struct'!" (M.101,3). 
- "By your state you are required to teach the poor" 
(M.133,3). 

- "You are under the obligation to instrnct the poor. You 
should therefore have a great tenderness towards them 
and supply their spiritual wants ... " (M.80,3). 
- "Your ministly requires that you should devote your­
self to the well-being of the po01; since it is your du'ty to 
instmct them" (M.173, l ). 

• Preference for the poor 

- "Since it is your p,ivilege to be employed in teaching, 
especially the po01; you ought, according to the spirit of 
your Institute, to have more consideration for these than 
for the rich" (M.143,2). 
- "By your state you are required to teach the poor. Have 
you a rea I love for them? Do you honour Jesus Christ in 
their person? With this in mind, do you prefer the poor 
to those who are better off? Have you rrzore regard for 
them than for the latter?" (M.133,3). 
- "Prefer the poor to those who are not so, for Our 
Saviour did not say that the Gospel is preached to the 
rich, but 'the poor have the Gospel preached to them.' 
It is the poor whom God has confided to you ... " 
(M.166,2). 

(b) Spiritual poverty 

This pov.erty is born when one willingly draws close 
to poor people through a desire to follow in the foot­
steps of Jesus. The Brother himself becomes trans­
formed by this contact. This is a typically Lasallian 
"reversal of roles": the pupils we have to save become 
our intercessors with the Father. The poor evangelise 
us. 

• The poor, "the sacraments of Christ" 

- "You should learn to recognise Jesus beneath the rags 
of the poor children whom you have to teach. Adore him 
in their person" (M.%,3). 
- "Look upon them, (the poor) as the image of Jesus 
Christ" (M.173, l ). 
- De La Salle tells us why they are "sacraments of 
Christ" in his meditation for Christmas: "For what, 
indeed, do the shepherds praise and bless God, if not for 
the fact that they had found a poor child lying in a crib? 
By an interior light, which God granted them, they 
understood that this child was trnly their Saviour" 
(M.86,3). 
- In connection with this he asks us to be attentive: 
"How long has Jesus been knocking at the door of your 
hemt and been waiting to enter, and you have not wished 
to receive him? And why, if not because he comes to you 
poor." (M.85,1). 
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• What we do for the poor, in a certain way, 
we do to Jesus Christ. 

- "Our Lord will look upon what you do for the poor as 
done to himself' (Med.150, l ). 
- "He says of St. Louis: "In the person of the poor, he 
saw and adored Jesus Ch,ist himself' (M.160, l ). 

( c) Consequences 

• The Brothers must be poor in imitation of Jesus 
Christ, the Good News for the poor ( cf. 2 Cor. 8,9). 

- "Poverty should be amiable in your eyes since you are 
engaged in instmcting the poor ... By this means our 
Divine Saviour will take pleasure in being with you, and 
you will find him, for he always loved poverty and the 
poor" (M.96,3). 
- "In choosing our present state, we should have pre­
pared ourselves for abasement, like the Son of God 
when he became man, for lowliness is the characteristic 
of our profession and our employment. We are poor 
Brothers, forgotten by the world and esteemed of no 
consequence. Only the poor come to us" (M.86,2). 
- "Rest assured that as long as you have a sincere love 
for poverty ... you will produce fmit in souls; ... that by 
your instmctions you will touch the hemts of these poor 
boys ... But if, on the contrary, you do not resemble Ch,ist 
at his birth by these ... outstanding viltues ... you will be 

neither loved nor appreciated by the poo1; and you will 
never be for them a saviour, as your profession requires" 
(M.86,3). 
- "It is impossible for you to push disinterestedness too 
far in your employment, for you are in charge of the 
poor" (M.153,3). 
- "The poorer we are the more fu1ly we shall possess the 
spilit of Jesus Ch1ist, who gl01ied in living a life of poverty 
and who chose to establish his Church on this viltue as 
a foundation" (M.179,1 ). 
- "If, then, you wish to be wo11hy of helping in the work 
of saving souls, disentangle yourself from all emthly 
things, and the grace of God will be poured down upon 
you in abundance both for yourself and for others" 
(M.187,1). 
- "Do you really love poverty? As proof thereof are you 
content to suffer the want of anything, even of what is 
necessmy? Test yourself in this matter" (M.81,1). 

• We should prefer the poor, and to be poor 

- "Is this (poverty) the foundation on which you desire 
to see your community established? It is a sure and safe 
one for those who really have faith, and who are inward­
ly animated by the spi1it of Ch1ist" (M.176,2). 
- "Does your zeal in favour of the poor lead you to seek 
means as effective as those used by St. Ignatius?" 
(M.148,2). 
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